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NEWSLETTER: CHEETAH OUTREACH TRUST WINTER 2025 

 

Following an exceptionally hot, rainy and wet summer, winter unpredictably arrived with a brief autumn season.  In 
regions where farmers and farmworkers live side by side with free-roaming cheetahs, winter marks the start of the 
annual hunting season.  Some unethical hunters are using their time in the field to actively hunt down predators like 
cheetahs, either with or without the consent of landowners who still view these spotted cats as a threat to their 
game animals and livestock. This increase in hunters into farmland areas brings with it some unwelcome threats. On 
the flip side, ethical hunters utilise their time in the field to report large predator sightings as part of a citizen science 
project run by the official hunting associations. This work supports our cheetah and other large predator research 
and conservation efforts on farmland areas.  The free-ranging cheetah area has seen remarkable vegetation growth 
due to the good summer rainfall, making it challenging to track and locate antelope as well as predators like 
cheetahs.  Unfortunately, this results in a lot of false information about predation rates, which adds to our workload 
when it comes to mitigating conflicts between farmers and cheetahs. See our social media sites for more information 
https://www.cheetahoutreachtrust.co.za, https://www.facebook.com/cheetahoutreachtrust 
https://www.instagram.com/cheetahoutreachtrust 

NEWS FROM THE FIELD: 

Anatolian Livestock Guardian Dog Project: 

 The livestock guardian dogs we have sent to farms in the cheetah distribution region are being monitored according 
to schedule, and even in their learning period, these dogs are performing well in guarding their herds.  The seven 
new puppies that were placed in the cheetah range in the provinces of North West and Limpopo in November 2024 
have acclimated well, and the farmers are all quite pleased and proud of their livestock guardian dogs. In April 2025, 
the four female puppies born at the Irwin's Guardian Stud were donated and placed with farmers in the Province of 
Limpopo.  They have all completed the bonding phase and are in varying stages of integrating with the livestock that 
they must join.  
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Figure 1: IG Mary with one of her goats  

The Cheetah Outreach Trust field officers visit the newly placed livestock guardian dogs for the first twelve months 
on a monthly basis to ensure that the dogs adapt to the new livestock. During these visits any problems are discussed 
with the farmers and livestock herders. The dogs are also vaccinated, dewormed and treated for ticks and fleas 
during these visits to ensure that they are in optimum health. The majority of these livestock guardian dogs reside 
and will be guarding livestock in cheetah hotspots, so they have their work cut out for them in guarding and 
safeguarding their flocks from predation. 
 
Our breeding dogs at the Irwin's Guardian Stud are becoming older, and we're looking forward to the new unrelated 
Anatolian Livestock Guardian Dogs that we've sourced from the United States thanks to financial support from The 
Foundation of International Aid to Animals.  We have two gorgeous females Anatolian Shepherd puppies that are 
now in foster care in the United States awaiting the completion of several veterinary protocols and regulations 
before being exported from the United States to South Africa.  We've also reserved a young female from one of our 
past litters to take over for her mother, IG Ester, when she retires. This puppy known as "Annie" after our founding 
Trustee, Annie Beckhelling, will hopefully be just as successful as her mother in producing puppies for our livestock 
guardian dog project.  Wildlife Warriors, Toerbroers, the John Horseman Trust, FIAA, and the National Zoo & 
Aquarium Canberra proudly support the Irwin's Guardian facility, while Ultra Pet, Virbac South Africa Farm, and 
Bravecto South Africa supply products to keep the breeding dogs healthy. 

 
Conflict Mitigation: Predator Co-Existence 

Because of the heavy rainfall over the summer, complaints regarding large predators, especially cheetah predation, 
have decreased, as have sighting reports.  This can be attributable to the lush grass and bush, which make identifying 
carcasses and seeing cheetahs challenging.  The few cheetah and other predator complaints received were often 
resolved by just lending a sympathetic ear and advising farmers to employ bio boundaries, livestock guardian dogs, 
and kraaling.  Data from our satellite-collared cheetahs has also proven to be quite beneficial, as many farmers are 
unaware of the size of the areas over which these cheetahs roam. The conflict reports have also given us the 
opportunity to extend our camera trap network, as farmers are eager to help collect data to help avoid predators 
and implement predation management strategies. 
 

Figure 2: A very shy IG Sahara with her goats 
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Free Roaming Cheetah Census 

The Free Roaming Cheetah Census (FRCC), which is being carried out in partnership with Ashia Cheetah 
Conservation, Stellenbosch University, and Groningen University, is making outstanding progress, with field staff 
from all organizations covering more of the existing cheetah distribution region.  Everyone is working hard to ensure 
that farmers within the Cheetah Range complete as many questionnaires as possible.  To date, the FRCC has set up 
343 camera trapping locations, with 122 sites and 244 camera traps currently operating.  This is all done 
cooperatively by the role-players mentioned above, as well as volunteer organizations that help with camera trap 
checks as needed.  The field data collection for the FRCC is planned to be finished by the end of 2025. 

. 
Figure 3: Cheetah on camera trap 

One of the FRCC's goals is to fit individual cheetahs with satellite tracking collars to monitor and research their home 
ranges and life histories in farming areas.  We recently replaced a satellite collar on a group of four cheetahs that we 
collared in 2024 because the battery was getting low.  This was made possible with the support of Rhino 911, who 
covered the helicopter costs.  We give farmers who own the land where these cheetahs live complete access to the 
collar movement through internet platforms, allowing them to join in the FRCC's monitoring and research effort. 

 
Figure 4: Data collection while collaring free roaming cheetah male 
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Cheetah Outreach Trust USA (COT USA) 

 The Cheetah Outreach Trust USA registered as a 501 (c)(3) in 
the United States is an independent NGO based in the USA with 
the purpose of raising funds for the COT SA conservation work, 
allowing USA-based donors and supporters to contribute 
financially to our work. COT USA board is entirely volunteer 
based, and they will assist with fundraising events and logistics 
during future visits to the United States by COT SA team 
members for donor and conference visits. Representatives of 
COT USA attended the Steve Irwin Gala Fundraiser (Wildlife 
Warriors) in Las Vegas and also had their first fundraiser in April 
2025 at the Monteray Winery in California. . Please see the COT 
USA website for more information. 
www.cheetahoutreachtrust.org  

Golf Day 2025 

We held our first Golf Day Fundraiser in Gauteng in April 2025.  The Golf Day took place at the Akasia Golf Club in 
Pretoria.  Previous years' golf days were hosted in the Western Cape's Stellenbosch area.  The Gauteng Golf Day was 
a big success, with a full field of players participating to play the four ball competition and support the Cheetah 
Outreach Trust's work while having a fun day of golf and connecting with our field staff.  The following donors and 
supporters contributed to the day's tremendous success: 

Akasia Golf Club, Nádine (Artist),Barto Swiegers (Artist), CrisisOnCall, Centurion Systems, JONDO, Clubman South 
Africa, Berchtesgaden Ranch & Farm Vaalwater, Neptune's Lodge & Beach Bar Mozambique, G & M Wines, Marula 
Cheesecake Passion, Sanlam,  Radio Hi 5 Stereo, Juava, Liezel Pieters Musiek (Artist) Ultra Pet, Spur Wonderpark, 
Stoep Stories Restaurant Pub and Grill, Tumbeta Private Game Reserve, Bushmans Kloof Wilderness Reserve & 
Wellness Retreat, Bosgeluk Guesthouse Marloth Park, Makiti Village Macaneta, Cederberg Brewery, We Play Golf, 
Die Ysterbees Restaurant, Oxyros 21 CC, Bling Gin, Valleria Champagne, Afrique Pet Food, La'menagere Spa, Vermont 
Sales, Cosmo Derm, Lea Rooibos Products, Avbob Group Schemes, Avbob Sinoville, Dewald Potgieter (Springbok 
Rugby Player), Grant Esterhuizen (Springbok Rugby Player), Mack Rapapali (Radio personality), Sniper Africa, 
Shawnelle de Lange, Darryl Legg (Artist), Jaco Holtzhausen, Willem Pretorius,  Annie Beckhelling and the Cheetah 
Outreach Facility. 

 

Figure 5: Cyril Stannard with some of the golf players who supported our golf day 
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Finally, we want to convey our heartfelt appreciation to Kallie Roux, who organized the entire golf day.  We look 
forward to the Cheetah Outreach Trust Fundraiser Golf Day 2026, which will be hosted at the same location. 

Closing note: 

The Cheetah Outreach Trust is actively working on a number of initiatives to ensure the survival of free-roaming 
cheetahs in South Africa.  Dylan Dobbins, one of our field officers, just returned from a week-long fellowship program 

at the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden.  In Dylan's words: “It was a privilege to participate in a week-long 

conservation fellowship hosted by the Cincinnati Zoo. The Cincinnati conservation team was particularly welcoming 
and enthusiastic. The experience was immensely valuable, offering an opportunity to engage with conservation 
professionals from diverse landscapes and disciplines who face challenges like ours and approach them in creative 
and inspiring ways.” Dylan also paid a visit to the Columbus Zoo, where he gave a presentation in front of an audience 
of 80 Zoo personnel and volunteers about our field work.  Dylan was introduced to the new Vice President and 
Director of Conservation of the Columbus Zoo and was honored to accompany her on her stroll around the Zoo, 
sharing more details with her about our ongoing cheetah conservation work. 
 

 
Figure 6: Dylan presenting to fellows and conservation staff at Cincinnati Zoo 

 
The Cheetah Outreach Trust expresses gratitude to all of its devoted supporters who have stood by us and helped 
us in our efforts to protect free-roaming cheetahs and other large predators on farmland in South Africa.  
Any contributions to the Cheetah Outreach Trust's conservation efforts would be highly appreciated. We may issue an 18A 
tax receipt for donations received from South African contributors as we are a registered PBO in South Africa as well as 
through the new COT USA 501(c)(3) for US-based donors. Please feel free to email info@cheetahoutreachtrust.co.za if you 
need any further information on donations or support. 
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Donations can be made via our portals:  

https://www.payfast.co.za/donate/go/ccfcheetahoutreachtrust 

https://www.givengain.com/cc/livestock-guarding-dog-program/ 

https://www.backabuddy.co.za/charity/profile/cheetah-outreach 

https://www.cheetahoutreachtrust.org/donate (USA) 

Bank account wire details can be provided. 
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