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INTRODUCTION: 

The Cheetah Outreach Trust's conservation efforts aim to reduce livestock losses on farms where cheetahs roam freely, as well 

as to improve the protection of South Africa's free-roaming cheetah populations found on farmland.  The Livestock Guarding 

Dog Project, which began in 2005, is one of the Trust's primary efforts.  In the last 25 years, the Trust has deployed 

406 individual livestock guarding dogs, the majority of which have been placed in South Africa, where cheetahs roam freely.  

These Anatolian Livestock Guardian Dogs reduce conflict between farmers and cheetahs and other predators by protecting 

livestock from predators thus securing valuable habitat for cheetah and other large predators to co-exist with farmers in the 

farming landscape. 

 

In addition to the Livestock Guardian Dog Project, the Cheetah Outreach Trust also works on a variety of other projects in its 

effort to conserve the last remaining free roaming cheetahs that co-exist in the farming landscape outside of fenced National 

Parks and Conservation Areas.  This has placed the Cheetah Outreach Trust's projects in line with the international standard 

for integrated conservation project development on a larger landscape conservation scale.  One of these initiatives uses 

camera trapping on farmland to track the presence and/or the absence of cheetahs and other predator species such as brown 

hyenas, leopards, spotted hyenas, and African wild dogs.  In farmland areas where their presence is not accepted, the Trust 

assists in relocating predators including brown hyenas, cheetahs, and leopards if no other alternative is possible for re-release.  

These relocations and interventions enable farmers to discuss long-term predator and livestock management approaches, such 

as the deployment of livestock guard dogs, as removals and relocations of predators don’t offer long-term sustainable solutions.  

 

The Cheetah Outreach Trust continues to collar free roaming cheetahs in their natural habitat to better study their behavior and 

interactions with livestock guarding dogs, livestock herds, and other farming activities to develop long term co-existence 

strategies.  This also allows us to track their natural migrations across international borders and across farming areas in South 

Africa.  The knowledge gained about free roaming cheetahs on farms is expanded by sharing it with the farming community, 

other cheetah conservation organizations, and conservation authorities. 

 

In addition, the Trust in partnership with the Ashia Cheetah Conservation Project, the University of Stellenbosch, and 

Groningen University has just completed a two and half year long Free Roaming Cheetah Census in South Africa. This census, 

supported by the SA Hunters, Provincial and Central Conservation Authorities, the PHASA Foundation, and farmer 

associations, aimed at gathering data on free-roaming cheetah populations within the known cheetah distribution range in the 

farming landscapes and unfenced conservation areas.  The census data hopes to provide valuable insights into cheetah 

distribution and aid in the development of successful updated conservation strategies for South Africa's free-roaming cheetah 

population taking in consideration the ecological requirements of cheetah as well as the farming communities that need to co-

exist with these cheetahs in the farmland landscape as part of the biodiversity that needs to be conserved in these vast farming 

areas. 

 

The long-term goals of the Cheetah Outreach Trust's work with farmers are to promote free roaming cheetah tolerance but also 

including other predators within the landscape as well, and to secure predator-tolerant habitat for these species outside of 

predator-proofed fenced conservation areas on farmlands within the natural distribution area of free roaming cheetahs. It's 

extremely important to bear in mind that, according to the most recent research, cheetahs are now found in only 10% of their 

historical distribution range, with 77% of their territory occurring outside of protected areas.  As a result, 

comprehensive ongoing research within the ever-changing farmland landscape, focusing on free roaming cheetah and other 

predators, is required to provide farming communities with current and relevant knowledge, promoting a better understanding 

and coexistence with these predators in the farmland landscape, and thus creating tolerant areas where cheetah and other 

predators can coexist with farming communities. This can only be successful with up-to-date data to facilitate adaptive 

conservation management withing the landscape. 
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LIVESTOCK GUARDIAN DOG PROJECT 

PROVISION AND MONITORING OF LIVESTOCK GUARDING DOGS: 

The Cheetah Outreach Trust has been actively monitoring the development and working capabilities of livestock guardian dogs 

since the project started in 2005.  This monitoring technique entails regular visits, phone calls, and surveys of the farmers who 

received these dogs.  This ongoing monitoring has been crucial to the overall success of the project, allowing the Trust to assess 

the dogs' effectiveness in reducing livestock losses and resolving farmer-predator disputes. 

 

Between January and December 2025, the Cheetah Outreach Trust provided only 10 puppies from Irwin's Guardian Stud. Six 

of the puppies were placed in South Africa's Western Cheetah Territory, and four in the Eastern Cheetah Territory. We did not 

meet our placement criteria of 20 puppies for the year because our older females had a poor mating season, resulting in false 

pregnancies and tiny litters. Irwin’s Guardian Ester had a litter of four puppies with Irwin’s Guardian Scout, the sire of th is 

litter. Irwin’s Guardian Compton was mated with a more experienced male from the Hanri Stud on a breeding arrangement as 

she was too dominant towards Irwin Guardian Scout. Compton delivered a litter of 6 puppies. In early December 2025, Irwin’s 

Guardian Tiaki delivered a litter of 6 puppies after also being mated with the male from Hanri Trust on a breeding loan. These 

puppies had to be hand raised as Tiaki was not producing enough milk herself to support the puppies. The puppies remained 

with Tiaki when they were not being fed. In total, the Irwin’s Guardian Stud had 16 healthy puppies born during the year 2025 

with 10 of these puppies placed in 2025 and 6 puppies rolled over for placement in early 2026. 

 

 
 

 

CURRENT STATUS OF ALL LIVESTOCK GUARDING DOGS PLACED. 

As part of the standard operation procedure, field officers of the Cheetah Outreach Trust constantly monitor all livestock 

guardian dog placements to ensure their efficacy and address any potential problems in a timely manner.  For the first year after 

placement, regular monthly visits are made to the newly placed Livestock Guardian Dogs to monitor and properly examine the 

dogs and promptly address any behavioral issues that may occur with appropriate corrective measures.  After the first twelve 

months, livestock guardian dogs under the age of two are monitored twice a year, while older livestock guardian dogs are 

monitored once a year.  This allows the Trust to establish an ongoing relationship with the farmers and the dogs that guard the 

livestock. 

Figure 1: Map of the Livestock Guardian Dog Placements 
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By the end of June 2025, the Cheetah Outreach Trust had assisted farmers with 406 livestock guarding dogs.  Of those donated 

to farmers, 340 were deemed successful, with the dogs actively working and guarding livestock.  However, 66 dogs have had 

to be rehomed owing to behavioral issues since 2005.  This equates to an 84% successful placement rate as seen in the chart 

below.  

 
Figure 3: Percentage of successful placements of Livestock Guardian Dogs 

The status of the 340 successful livestock guardian dogs provided to farmers is summarized below. 32% are still actively 

working and defending livestock, 13% have retired, 53% have died on duty mostly due to factors that could not be controlled 

such as snake bite in the past, injuries or in confrontation with predators or due to old age, and 2% have moved away from the 

cheetah range. Continuous monitoring and evaluation of livestock guarding dogs improved the project's ability to reduce 

livestock losses. Our successful Snake Aversion training on the working livestock guardian dogs have prevented high mortality 

of the dogs caused by snakes as experienced in the early years of this project. 

Figure 2: Irwin's Guardian Oupa bonding with his goats 

Successful 
Placement

84%

Removed
16%

Successful Placements vs Removals of 
Livestock Guardian Dogs from 2005 to 

December 2025
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Figure 4: Current status of Livestock Guardian Dogs 

Because of the low breeding rate of the breeding dogs at Irwin's Guardian Stud, we are currently behind on new placements, 

and as a result, livestock guardian dogs who have retired or died in duty cannot be replaced at the appropriate rate.  

SPONSORS FOR THE PLACEMENT OF LIVESTOCK GUARDIAN DOGS IN 2025 
We are very grateful to the following sponsors and donors who made it possible to place the following individual livestock 

guardian dogs during 2025: 

 

Irwin's Guardian Sahara Kate Ball  

Irwin's Guardian Mary Cango Wildlife Centre through Cheetah Outreach 

Irwin's Guardian Miriam Cango Wildlife Centre through Cheetah Outreach 

Irwin's Guardian Zazu Dr Phil Zeltzman 

Irwin's Guardian Lily John Horseman Trust 

Irwin's Guardian Max Leon Lourens  

Irwin's Guardian Dolly Daydream Zoe Lanham 

Irwin's Guardian Kali Alex & Nikki Dragic 

Irwin's Guardian Zuri Alex & Nikki Dragic 

Irwin's Guardian Oupa Marjolein & Willem de Kant  

 
IRWIN’S GUARDIAN STUD BREEDING FACILITY 

The Irwin's Guardian Livestock Guarding Dog Breeding Facility based at the Hanri Trust close to Upington is managed by 

Hannelie Liebenberg on behalf of the Cheetah Outreach Trust. Hannelie is an experienced and reputable Anatolian breeder and 

conservation partner. 

 

Figure 5: Irwin's Guardian Annie enjoying a swim in the drinking trough 
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At the end of 2025, two new female Anatolian Shepherd dogs, “Hope” from Skyview Anatolians and “Disa” from Shepherds 

Rest Anatolians in the USA—were imported to the Irwin’s Guardian Stud. Additionally, a young male Anatolian was acquired 

from the Cheetah Conservation Fund in Namibia. These three dogs are unrelated to the existing breeding stock, significantly 

enhancing the genetic diversity of both the Irwin’s Guardian Stud and the broader Anatolian Shepherd population in South 

Africa. 

The importation process required extensive logistical coordination, and we extend our sincere appreciation to Jackie Navarro 

(Cheetah Outreach Trust USA), Catherine O’Brian (Skyview Kennels), Chyril Walker (Shepherds Rest), and the fosters Per 

Ola and MJ for their dedicated support. We are also grateful to FIAA for sponsoring the transportation costs and to an 

anonymous donor for covering additional expenses. These new additions are expected to strengthen our breeding program and 

address the recent decline in puppy numbers at the Irwin’s Guardian Stud. 

 

The following breeding dogs are currently at the Irwin’s Guardian Stud: 

Name of Dog Sex Age 

Irwin’s Guardian Tiaki Female 6 

Irwin’s Guardian Ester Female 10 

Irwin’s Guardian Compton Female 4 

Irwin’s Guardian Annie Female 1 year 

Shepherds Rest Irwin’s Guardian Disa Female 8 months 

Skyview Irwin’s Guardian Hope Female 9 months 

Irwin’s Guardian Charlie Male 8 months 

Irwin’s Guardian Scout Male 4 years 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Disa, Hope and Charlie with Deon and Hannelie 
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Virbac, an animal health firm, sponsors the immunizations that the breeding dogs and puppies at Irwin's Guardian Stud undergo 

on a yearly basis. Ultra Pet sponsors the food for all the breeding dogs involved in the Irwin’s Guardian Stud, while Bravecto 

South Africa ensures all the dogs are treated for ticks and fleas. Wildlife Warriors and Toerbroers provided financial support 

for the new facility's construction, and the John Horseman Trust, FIAA and National Zoo Canberra have provided funding for 

the maintenance of the Irwin’s Guardian Stud. 

 

Figure 7: Irwin's Guardian Tiaki with her puppies 

PREDATOR CONFLICT WORK:  
In 2025, seven leopards were rescued from trap cages and one from a wire snare, then relocated to safe release areas. To prevent 

illegal activities such as shooting or trafficking, ongoing funding is essential for these critical and under-resourced rescue 

operations. The costs for these efforts were covered by Wild Africa and the Wildlife Emergency Fund as well as the Wildlife 

Guardian Wildlife and Marine Trust. Additionally, the PHASA Foundation provided two satellite tracking collars for relocated 

leopards, enabling daily monitoring by both staff and local landowners. This tracking data serves as an early warning system 

to help farmers mitigate livestock losses. Our conflict mitigation strategy employs a multidisciplinary approach, benefiting not 

only cheetahs but also other predators within farming areas, and supporting broader biodiversity conservation in the cheetah 

distribution range. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Leopard rescued from wire snare set by poachers 

 

Figure 9: Leopard rescued and collared with collar 

provided by the PHASA Foundation 
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During 2025 we also rescued five cheetahs in the Northern Cape on the request of the Northern Cape Conservation Authority. 

These cheetahs were in the area near the Namakwa National Park as mentioned in the previous report. While this incident was 

first regarded as a conservation milestone as possible natural re-population in an area where cheetahs historically occurred, it 

soon evolved into a human-wildlife conflict situation. This group of cheetahs have been implicated in livestock losses on farms 

adjoining the park. Furthermore, leopards have increased their activity in the surrounding area, resulting in more predation 

events on farms adjoining the Park. These combined predation pressures have heightened tensions among local farmers, 

communal land users, SANPARKS, and Conservation Authorities to such an extent that the only solution to ensure the safety 

of the cheetahs were to remove them and relocate them to a safe space.  A thorough conflict mitigation approach has been 

developed for implementation through collaboration with numerous stakeholders, including SANPARKS, the Northern Cape 

Nature Conservation Department, and the Cheetah Outreach Trust itself to ensure that farmers and landowners are adequately 

educated and able to protect livestock should future predation take place or should more cheetahs naturally repopulate this area. 

Conversations are also underway with farming communities about deploying Livestock Guardian Dogs with the small stock 

near Namakwa National Park to prevent future predation incidents. The Namakwa Wildlife Conflict Mitigation Project is a key 

collaboration between conservation organizations and the local farming communities The success of this project will be 

dependent on open communication, and the development of innovative, non-lethal solutions to reduce human-wildlife conflict 

in this sensitive landscape.  

 

 
Figure 10: Namaqua Cheetahs microchipped and DNA samples taken before taken to temporary holding facility 

Furthermore, four young cheetah males that had moved from a wildlife reserve in Botswana adjacent to South Africa were 

captured and collared with satellite collars. This was done to ensure their safety while roaming in farming areas in South Africa 

as well as using these satellite collars to keep the local farming communities up to date on their movements. This has proven 

very successful with a lot of interest from the local communities regarding the movement of these free roaming cheetahs. These 

cheetahs have spent a lot of time within the Mapungubwe National Park with short excursions into neighboring farmlands. 

Satellite collars for three cheetahs were provided by Rhino 911.  
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FREE ROAMING CHEETAH CENSUS PROJECT 
The Free Roaming Cheetah Census (FRCC) was launched by the Cheetah Outreach Trust in partnership with Ashia Cheetah 

Conservation to gather scientific data on South Africa’s free-roaming cheetah population and support expanded conservation 

efforts across farmland habitats. Collaborating with Stellenbosch University and Groningen University, the project engaged 

PhD students to manage and analyze extensive datasets. The FRCC represents the most comprehensive assessment to date of 

cheetah distribution and associated predation impacts on landowners within South Africa’s free-roaming cheetah range. With 

robust support from Ashia Cheetah Conservation, the census will inform evidence-based conservation policies that address 

both ecological requirements and the needs of farming communities, ensuring the long-term preservation of cheetahs on 

agricultural land. The FRCC was completed at the end of 2025, with final data analysis currently underway. The final report is 

anticipated by mid-2026. The findings are expected to significantly enhance understanding of free-roaming cheetah populations 

and strengthen collaboration between conservation organizations and landowners, supporting more effective conflict mitigation 

and coexistence strategies within farming communities. 

 

Figure 12: Two free roaming cheetah males at a FRCC camera trap site on farmland 

 

Figure 11: Dispersing Botswana Cheetah collared for monitoring 
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Following the completion of the FRCC, the Cheetah Outreach Trust will expand its database and research by deploying long-

term camera traps at key scent-marking and hotspot locations identified in the census. Ongoing satellite collaring of free-

roaming cheetahs will enhance understanding of their movements within farming areas, supporting conflict mitigation and 

enabling continued monitoring of population trends over the next decade. 

 

We sincerely thank Ashia Cheetah Conservation for their financial support, expertise, and hands-on involvement, which were 

instrumental in the success of this project, originally considered unfeasible due to its scale. We are grateful to the support 

received from the PHASA Foundation as well as SA Hunters and to all their members and farmers who contributed to the data 

collected and allowed field officers access to farms for collection of scats and the placement and monitoring of camera traps. 
This collaboration exemplifies the impactful outcomes that can be achieved through effective partnership between conservation 

organizations, landowners and farm managers and other role-players. 

 

BUSHMANS KLOOF WILDERNESS RESERVE & WELLNESS RETREAT CAPE LEOPARD 

PROJECT 

In 2018, the Cheetah Outreach Trust, in partnership with Bushmans Kloof, launched a Cape Leopard conservation program in 

the Cederberg Mountains near Clanwilliam. The initiative aims to reduce human–wildlife conflict by protecting livestock on 

participating farms through the deployment of Anatolian Livestock Guardian Dogs (LGDs), thereby promoting coexistence 

between farmers and predators and safeguarding critical leopard habitat. 

The project has the following objectives: 

• Mitigate livestock losses resulting from Cape Leopard predation 

• Enhance farmer tolerance and acceptance of Cape Leopards 

• Reduce retaliatory actions against predators 

• Foster sustainable coexistence between farming communities and wildlife 

• Safeguard critical Cape Leopard habitats through non-lethal conflict resolution strategies 

The Cheetah Outreach Trust continues to monitor Livestock Guardian Dog placements as part of its conflict mitigation 

strategy for this project. Of the 25 dogs originally placed, 13 remain active in the field as of the end of 2025. Cape Leopard 

activity increased significantly during the year. On one farm lacking mitigation measures, a leopard killed 22 sheep in three 

days, underscoring the importance of preventative interventions. Three LGDs died defending livestock in the first half of 

2025, and one female dog was removed in the second half due to behavioral challenges as she started roaming.  

While some participants experienced minor losses, these were substantially lower than would be expected without LGDs. 

Farmers have recognized the effectiveness of the dogs in deterring predators and reducing livestock damage, and there has 

been a notable increase in tolerance toward Cape Leopards among participants. 

The ongoing success of the remaining Livestock Guardian Dogs, alongside increased predator activity, highlights the need 

for sustained support, program expansion, and continued community engagement. This program remains a vital conservation 

tool for fostering coexistence between farmers and the Cape Leopards in the Cederberg Mountains. 

Figure 13: Jambo and his farmer in the Cederberg area 
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INTERNATIONAL VISITS BY STAFF OF THE TRUST 
● Dylan Dobbins travelled to the USA for the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden Fellowship Program. 

● Dylan visited Columbus Zoo and Aquarium and gave a presentation to zoo staff and volunteers. 

● Deon Cilliers travelled to the USA to attend and speak at the Zoological Association of America and the American 

Association of Zookeepers.conferences while also visiting current donors as well as new donors and supporters. We 

are thankful to the Ron Magill Conservation Endowment Fund, The Wild Cat Education and Conservation Fund and 

the Newman Family for successful fundraising events during this trip. Barbara and Rob Diceley covered the 

international air travel costs, and Cheetah Outreach Trust USA covered the local flights and day to day costs of this 

trip. 

 

FUNDRAISING￼ 
Despite notable funding challenges this year, the Cheetah Outreach Trust successfully 

secured new supporters and donors, enabling the continuation of our conservation 

initiatives. The inaugural Golf Day Fundraiser in Gauteng was held at Akasia Golf Club, 

Pretoria in April 2025. This event, previously hosted in Stellenbosch, Western Cape, 

attracted a full roster of participants and successfully supported the Cheetah Outreach 

Trust’s conservation initiatives. The next Golf Day is scheduled for 19 June 2026 at Akasia 

Golf Club, Gauteng.  
During 2025, Conservation Manager Deon Cilliers represented the Cheetah Outreach 

Trust at the ZAA and AAZK Annual Conferences in the USA, delivering formal 

presentations on the Trust’s conservation initiatives and the unique challenges faced by free-

roaming cheetahs in South Africa. In addition to conference engagements, Deon Cilliers 

conducted outreach at zoos in Texas, Arizona, and California, raising awareness and 

fostering support for the Trust’s work.  

 

The Trust expresses gratitude to the Ron Magill Conservation Endowment, Zoo Miami, The 

Wildcat Education and Conservation Fund, and the Newman family for organizing 

fundraising events during this visit. Special thanks are extended to Alan Binder of Cheetah 

Outreach Trust USA for coordinating an awareness luncheon with key supporters, and to the Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch in 

Texas for producing an awareness and marketing video, available at https://youtu.be/du9qdL-z-K8 .  

 

 
Figure 14: Deon speaking at the AAZK conference in the USA 

https://youtu.be/du9qdL-z-K8
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Figure 15: Creating Awareness with Zookeepers at San Diego Zoo 

The Trust also appreciates the support of the Odysea Aquarium, San Antonio Zoo, Wildlife World Aquarium and Safari Park, 

and Six Flags Great Adventure for hosting presentations and facilitating further outreach. All domestic travel expenses in the 

USA were covered by Cheetah Outreach Trust USA, while international travel was sponsored by Barbara and Rob Diceley of 

The Wildcat Education and Conservation Fund 

We are incredibly thankful to our loyal supporters and donors as well as new donors that have come on board to financially 

support the conservation work of the Cheetah Outreach Trust. 

 

CHEETAH OUTREACH TRUST USA 
The Cheetah Outreach Trust USA (COT USA) registered as a 501 (c)(3) in the United States is an 

independent NGO based in the USA with the purpose of raising funds for the Cheetah Outreach Trust 

South Africa (COT SA) conservation work, allowing USA-based donors and supporters to contribute 

financially to our work. COT USA board is entirely volunteer based, and they assist with fundraising 

events and logistics during visits to the United States by COT SA team members for donor and 

conference visits. 2025 was a year of strong outreach, education, and community engagement for 

COT USA, as we continued to expand support for cheetah conservation and coexistence efforts in 

South Africa. Through strategic fundraising and nationwide educational initiatives, COT USA 

strengthened partnerships and increased awareness of COT SA’s work with how guardian dogs help farmers coexist with 

cheetahs. In March, COT USA hosted a successful afternoon fundraising event at Monserate Winery, bringing together 

supporters for a relaxed and engaging gathering focused on conservation, education, and impact. The event generated critical 

funding for COT SA, while fostering deeper connections with donors committed to protecting free-roaming cheetahs and 

supporting sustainable coexistence. A major highlight of the year was Deon’s two-week visit to the United States, during which 

he conducted extensive outreach and education efforts. Deon attended and spoke at the American Association of Zoo Keepers 

(AAZK) Conference in Phoenix, Arizona, and the Zoological Association of America (ZAA) Conference in San Antonio, 

Texas, reaching zoo professionals, conservationists, and educators from across the country. In addition to conference 

presentations, Deon presented at Zoo Miami (FL), San Antonio Zoo (TX), Fossil Rim Wildlife Center (Glen Rose, TX), Frank 

Buck Zoo (Gainesville, TX), OdySea Aquarium (Phoenix, AZ), Wildlife World Zoo (Litchfield Park, AZ), Wildcat Education 

and Conservation Fund (Occidental, CA), and Six Flags Magic Mountain (Valencia, CA). His visit also included multiple 

private fundraising events, further expanding COT USA’s donor base and strengthening long-term support. In 2025, COT USA 

raised over $128,000 dollars in support of COT SA’s cheetah conservation, education initiatives, and guardian dog program. 

Building on this momentum, COT USA looks ahead to 2026 with optimism and the goal of surpassing this impact to further 

advance coexistence between farmers, livestock, and cheetahs. See the website www.CheetahOutreachTrust.org for more 

information  

CINCINNATI ZOO AND BOTANICAL GARDEN FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
Our Field Officer Dylan Dobbins has been selected for the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens Hoffman Coexistence Impact-

Fellowship Program. As part of this fellowship, Dylan is developing a project—guided by the Cincinnati team’s social science 

expertise—that builds on the Cheetah Outreach Trust’s success with livestock guardian dogs and introduces a new social 

research component. The project will examine how management practices, farmer perceptions, and socio-economic factors 

affect coexistence between free-roaming large carnivores (including cheetahs) and people on private commercial farmland. 

http://www.cheetahoutreachtrust.org/
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The overarching objective is to reduce retaliatory killings and foster long-term coexistence. Dylan will return to the Cincinnati 

Zoo and Botanical Gardens in May 2026 to present project updates alongside other fellowship participants from around the 

world. 

IN CONCLUSION 

Under the leadership of Annie Beckhelling and Trustees Jeremy Burman and Jackie Navarro, the Cheetah Outreach 

Trust achieved significant progress in conserving free-roaming cheetahs in South Africa during 2025. The addition of Graeme 

Falck to the Board brings valuable expertise to the Trust. Graeme is not only a Lawyer but also a livestock farmer himself and 

this adds invaluable input and experience into the Trust. We extend our sincere gratitude to all supporters who have continued 

to back our conservation initiatives, even amidst financial challenges. Annie Beckhelling was granted an honoree Doctorate in 

Business Administration by the London School of Management and Technology, and we congratulate her on this achievement 

in recognition of her work over the past 20 years as Executive Trustee of the Cheetah Outreach Trust 

Our collaboration with organizations such as Ashia Cheetah Conservation enabled the successful completion of the Free 

Roaming Cheetah Census, with academic support from Groningen University. We congratulate Nynke Wemer on completing 

a PhD using data from this project and look forward to the final report. We also thank the landowners who contributed 

information and access for research, including camera trap deployment. 

We appreciate the generosity of donors who have responded to our needs and welcome new supporters, both locally and 

internationally, who have joined our conservation efforts. 

 

OUR WISHLIST FOR 2026 

 
● Sponsor awareness and fundraising trip for Conservation Manager to Australia and New Zealand in 2026 

● Solar Camera traps x40  

● SD cards x 150 (for camera traps)  

● Sponsors for fuel for field officers - 6000km per month per vehicle 

● Tires for field officer vehicle (3 ply - 265/60/18 (8 tires)  

● Caps and T-shirts for field officers and to distribute to farm workers  

● Smart trap control units for two capture cages.  

● Garmin Handheld GPS Devices. (x3 

● 12 volt to 220 volt inverters for use by field officers in the field to power laptops. (x3) 

● Printing cost of farmer livestock guardian dog training manual into booklet form. 

● 5 ml syringes and needles for vaccinations of livestock guardian dogs. (500) 

● Drone with Infra Red/ Night Vision Capability 

● Telemetry Receiver from African Wildlife Tracking 

● Satellite Tracking Collars x 5 from African Wildlife Tracking 

 

 

OUR LONG TERM DONORS 
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THE FOLLOWING ZOO’S AND FACILITIES IN THE USA HAVE CONTRIBUTED THROUGH THE 

ZAA AMP PROGRAM IN 2026: 
African Lion Safari, Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo, Animal Adventure Park, Austin Zoo, Carson Springs Wildlife Conservation 

Foundation, Cat Haven Project Survival, Frank Buck Zoo, Metro Richmond Zoo, Montgomery Zoo, Natural Bridge Wildlife 

Ranch, Nova Wild, Pittsburgh Zoo, Safari North Wildlife Park, Six Flags Great Adventure, Southwick's Zoo, Tanganyika 

Wildlife Park, Virginia Safari Park, Wildlife World Zoo, Aquarium, and Safari Park, Wild Wonders 

 

We extend our sincere appreciation to Cheetah Guardians, Rhino Man Canopies, WARN SA/Iconic Outdoor, The Frank 

Buck Zoo, Wildlife World Zoo, Aquarium and Safari Park, Zoofari Parks, Animal Care Software, and Guardian Angel 

Wildlife and Marine Trust for joining as new donors to our conservation programs. The ongoing support of all our donors 

and partners, whether long-term, short-term, or one-time contributors, as well as those providing services, products, and 

equipment in kind—is vital to the continued success of our conservation initiatives. The Cheetah Outreach Trust obtained the 

honor of Conservation Partner status with ZAA and AAZK in 2026. All our donors and partners' commitment and partnership 

are integral to our achievements in wildlife conservation. 

 

“If we can teach people about wildlife, they will be touched. 
Share my wildlife with me. Because humans want to save 

things that they love.” — Steve Irwin 


